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Dear Carol,

On Thursday, September 12, the Arts and Humanities 1 Panel reviewed a request to attribute GE
Historical Study status to Entomology 3797.01E & 3797.02E.

The request was unanimously approved with one recommendation & one contingency:

e Recommendation (to be implemented when the course is taught): Syllabus for
3797.01E: P. 2: Full course description: “The required summer 4-week education
abroad component”: This should be corrected to 12 days.

e Contingency: GE assessment plan: It appears to be overly complex and may not
yield the results that are wished for. Some tips:

o Simplify. Have one direct measure per GE Expected Learning Outcome (and
possibly one indirect measure).
o lItis not likely that the reflective essay on the study abroad experience is
directly tied to the wording of ELO#1.
o For ELO#3: In-class discussions are not a good way to measure an ELO. (How
does one quantify discussions? Would the conversation need to be taped?)
Assignment grades are for the most part not appropriate to use for GE ELO
assessment. Indeed, there may be a difference between an assignment
grade (which may factor in a host of different criteria) and the extent to
which a question assesses that an ELO is fulfilled in the course.
Develop and use GE specific rubrics uniquely tied to each GE ELO.
| am attaching a sample assessment plan for GE Historical Study for History
3314. It was well received by the panel when the course was approved in
Spring 2019. This might be a good model for you to look at. | am also cc’ing
Shelby Oldroyd on this email--she works very closely with the GE assessment
panel.

O

o O

Instead of sending the courses back, | will keep them in my queue & wait for you to send a revised
GE assessment plan. | will then submit it to Carmen Taleghani-Nikazm, faculty Chair of the Arts and
Humanities 1 Panel (cc’d here), for her to review. Once that is fully approved, we will immediately
advance the courses out of ASC. (I think that not returning the courses etc. will make everything go a
little faster.)

Should you have any questions about the feedback of the panel, please do not hesitate to contact
Carmen, or me.

Many thanks,
Bernadette


mailto:vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu
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HIST 3314

From Rubber to Coltan:
Violence and Exploitation in Central Africa

Course Description:

What does your cellphone have to do with conflict central Africa? And what did the rubber
boom of the late 19™ century have to do with colonial violence in the same region? And how
are these related? This course will help you understand how the past has shaped the
present in central Africa, and how global economic systems are connected to localized
violence.

The Great Lakes region in Central Africa is home to some of the world’s most prized economic
resources. Based on an economy ravaged by the slave trade, a 19th century colonial extractive
system emerged that focused first on ivory, later on rubber, and expanded in the 20th century to
include diamonds, copper, gold, uranium, and lately coltan, crucial for the development of
cellphone and computer technology. After a tumultuous decolonization, the region became home
to some of the more violent conflicts of the past decades, including the Rwanda Genocide and
the ongoing conflict in Eastern Congo.

This course will explore how the histories of economic exploitation, political authoritarianism,
and the supposedly ethnic conflict in this region are intertwined, and how seemingly local
conflicts have global roots. The first two modules of this course focus on the colonial history of
the area, which was colonized in the late 19th century by the Belgian king Leopold I (Congo),
Germany (Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania) and the UK (Uganda). We will investigate how
economic exploitation took shape during the colonial era, how local people experienced
colonialism, and how colonialism shaped ethnic conflicts and political systems.

The second part of the course will focus on the post-colonial history of the region, starting with
the reign of the military dictator Mobutu and the continued economic exploitation of the Congo,
to the Rwanda genocide, the UN missions in the region, the Great War of Africa, and the
continuing conflicts in eastern Congo. We will explore the role of conflict minerals, international
media reporting on the conflict (particularly on the violence against women), and the role of
guerrilla groups such as M23 and the Kony soldiers in the conflict.

Students will learn to engage with the world as a historian and understand how the past shapes
the present in Central Africa. We will devote particular attention to identifying the global causes
of local conflicts by analyzing the role and impact of global commodity chains. In addition, we
will reflect critically on the ways in which the region and its problems have been portrayed in the
media, from the 19th century until today, and learn to locate African voices and agency in these
histories.

All students should read this syllabus thoroughly and consult it first when they have questions
about the class. Unexpected events occasionally cause me to update the content of the syllabus,





but students will be informed of these updates in class and on Carmen/Canvas. An updated
version of the syllabus will always be available on the Carmen/Canvas website for this class.
Students are responsible for frequently checking Carmen/Canvas for updates, notifications and
reminders.

General Education Information

A. Historical Study GE Requirements:

Goals:
Students recognize how past events are studied and how they influence today’s society and the
human condition.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that shape human
activity.

2. Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues.

3. Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by
examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts

Goals as applied to this course:

By the end of this course, students will

- understand the economic, political, cultural, and social history of the African Great
Lakes region

- apply the lessons from these in an analysis of the current conflicts there

- analyze and compare both written and visual primary sources and evaluate how
secondary literature uses these sources

B. Diversity- Global Studies

Goals:

Courses in Diversity — Global Studies will foster students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature
of institutions, society, and culture across the world in order to become educated, productive, and
principled citizens.

Expected Learning Outcomes:
1. Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and
philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.
2. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their
own attitudes and values as global citizens.

Goals as applied to this course:





By the end of this course, students will

- understand the economic, political, cultural, and social dimensions of the past and
present societies of the African Great Lakes region and will learn to weigh the various
aspects of these dimensions in their understanding of past and present

- be able to situate local events in their global contexts and they will understand their
own place in this economic context both as US and as global citizens.

READING
Primary document and media packages (available on Carmen)

Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, terror and Heroism in Colonial
Africa (Boston: Houghton Miftlin, 1998)

Jason Stearns, Dancing in the Glory of Monsters. The Collapse of Congo and the Great War of
Africa.(New York: Public Affairs, 2011) (selections)

Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, The Congo: A People’s History from Leopold to Kabila. (London:
Zed Books, 2002) (selections)

Rene Lemarchand, The Dynamics of Violence in Central Africa (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2009) (selections)

Mamhood Mamdani, When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism and the Genocide in
Rwanda. (Princeton University Press 2001)

Marie Beatrice Umutesi, Surviving the Slaughter: The Ordeal of a Rwandan Refugee in Zaire
(Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2004)

Course Requirements

Timeline: (15%) all students will maintain an on-line timeline to be used to add events and
people relevant to reading and course. Timelines will be discussed in class every couple of weeks
and will be reviewed by the instructor during the semester.

Twitter/media: (10%) Each week, follow 2 new sources that report on central Africa (media,
international organizations, activists, politicians, academics...) In class we will talk about the
information and topics that circulate on twitter that week.

Debate: (15%) Divided up into teams of about 5 students, 2 teams will debate each other on a
topic related to a course module. Debates will be prepared with assistance of the instructor. See
class schedule for details.

Midterm take-home essay (15%): students will to respond to a short piece of writing by
analyzing and critiquing it using the knowledge learned in the course. Students should be able to
analyze the writing, pace it in historical context, critique its historical analysis and propose
alternative sources for the author to use.






Book or Film Reviews (25%) 5-7 pages, double spaced. Each student selects a book or film from
a list provided by the instructor and writes a book review that evaluates the book’s content by
using the skills learned during the semester. Each essay should summarize the book, provide a
critical account of its use of sources, its portrayal of Africans, its historical analysis, and argue a
personal position.

Final (20%): In-class essay. You will be provided with two sources that analyze a particular
event. Use knowledge gained during course to analyze the approaches in the sources. Compare
and contrast. Use of time-line permitted.

Note: In order for students to successfully complete this course, they are required to attend
lectures, and successfully complete the assignments. I will provide you with the powerpoint
slides the evening before the lecture, so you are able to print them out and bring them to lecture.
However, the slides only contain the structure of the lectures- they function as ‘coathangers’ - to
which you need to add the additional information I provide you with during lectures. The
information on them is not sufficient to pass the exam- you need to take notes in lecture!

Grade Scale:

A 93-100
A-  90-92
B+ 88-89
B 83-87
B-  80-82
C+ 78-79
C 73-77
C- 70-72
D+ 68-69
D 65-67
E 64 and below

A Note on Classroom behavior:

The use of computer and/or iPad is allowed for the purposes of note-taking. Unless directed
by the professor, no internet use is allowed during class. All phones need to be PUT
AWAY during class and turned off or switched to silent. Failure to abide by these rules
may impact your final grade for the course.

All students in this class will treat each other and the professor with respect and courtesy.

E-mail: Please use your OSU account only to send me e-mail and make sure to include your
course number in the subject line.

Students with disabilities:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will
be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of
their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil






Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Misconduct: “It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct
(COAM) to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of
student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of
student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases
of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall
report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-
487).” For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct
http://studentlife.osu.edu/pdfs/csc_12-31-07.pdf.”

In plain language: using other people’s words or ideas (from books, papers, the internet,
etc.) without acknowledging them is called plagiarism. ALL cases of plagiarism will be
reported to COAM. There will be no second chances.

Course Schedule (based on Fall 2019 calendar)

Wee Content Assignmen Reading
k t
Introduction of Course +how to use No reading
U | twitter and timeline
1. Colonial Exploitation: Congo’s Hochschild
Rubber Regime

A. Precolonial slave trade
and societies

B. Slavery, Ivory and the Hochschild
2 Colonial Conquest
C. King Leopold’s Rubber | timeline Hochschild
Regime
No class
3
D. The Media Campaign Twitter Primary source/media package+
Against Rubber Abuses check Hochschild
E. British Empire in Central Lemarchand
4 Africa: Uganda
F. Birth of the Mining timeline Nzongola
Industry (copper-+uranium)
G. Decolonization and Nzongola + primary source package
5 Postcolonialism (Congo

Crisis)






Documentary (White King, Red Debate Mamdani
Rubber, Black Death) Module 1
(topic:
debate over
controversy
origins of
rubber
regime)
2. Colonial Identity Politics in Twitter Mamdani
6 Central Africa check
A. The Invention of ‘the
other’
B. In art and anthropology Primary source package
C. In practice: Colonial and Mamdani +Lemarchand
7 Post-Colonial Identity
Politics in Rwanda and
Burundi
Wrap-up part 2 and Review | Take home | No reading -prepare for midterm
for midterm midterm
Documentary (Le Roi Du Congo) Midterm | No reading
8 due
3.Rwandan Genocide Mamdani
A. Events
B. role of the international Debate Mamdani
community Module 2
9
(art
restitution)
No class
Documentary Ghosts of Rwanda Lemarchand + Stearns
10 Twitter
check
C. Regional Crisis timeline Stearns
" D. Rwanda Today Stearns
3. Great War of Africa Debate Stearns +Umutesi
A. Refugee Crisis Module 3
(US role in
Rwanda

crisis)






1 B. Meanwhile in Uganda Umutesi
C. Region Wide Conflict timeline Stearns +Umutesi
D. Mining Exploitation and | Twitter Media package+ Stearns
13 international commodity check
chains
Documentary on mining (Blood in | Debate Stearns
the Mobile) Module 4
(ethical
mining
resources)
E. conflict in media and Primary source and media package
14 popular culture
E. continued No reading
F. Violence against women | Book /film | No reading
15 review due
Documentary Mukwenge Twitter Umutesi
(L ’Homme qui répare les femmes) | check
Wrap up and review timeline No reading

16






GE ASSESSMENT PLAN

A. Historical Studies

ELO 1: Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that shape
human activity.

Methods of Assessment:

1. Direct Measure:

Specific Question/Assignment: a question will appear on the midterm or final to assess students’
ability to construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that shape human activity.

Sample: Analyze a short newspaper article (provided by the instructor) to critically reflect on the
ways in which the journalist/author describes how the past shaped current events.

Assessment Rubric:

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Demonstrates a | Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
robust, critical, | adequate and modest little or no
integrated and | integrated understanding | understanding
self-aware understanding | of history and | of history and
understanding | of history and | the factors that | the factors that

of history and
the factors that
shape human
activity.

the factors that
shape human
activity.

shape human
activity.

shape human
activity.

2. Indirect measure:

Students will complete an informal feedback survey that rates their experience. They will hand
these in before the final.

Directions: In order to assess the effectiveness of this General Education course, we are asking
for students’ input on learning objectives. Please place an X in grid below to indicate how
strongly you agree that this course provided you with opportunities to meet the learning
objectives. You may type in comments in the space provided. All responses are anonymous.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.

Agree Strongly | Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree

strongly






Please explain:

Level of student achievement expected for the ELO: Expected score: 75% of students good or
better and agree or agree strongly that course meets objectives.

Assessment Evaluation Goals:

A brief summary report will be written and be made available to the Chair of the department.
We intend to insure that the proposed courses adequately articulate these goals, teach toward
them, test for them, and help students realize their individual potential to meet them.
Assessments will be summarized and used to alter the course for the next teaching.

ELO 2: Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues.

Methods of Assessment:

1. Direct Measure:

Specific Question/Assignment: a question will appear on the midterm or final to assess students’
ability to describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues.

Sample question: Describe and analyze the origins and nature of the Rwanda Genocide.

Assessment Rubric:

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Demonstrates a | Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
robust, critical, | adequate and modest little or no
and self-aware | critical understanding | understanding
analysis of the | understanding | of the origins of the origins

origins and
nature of
contemporary
issues.

of the origins
and nature of
contemporary
issues.

and nature of
contemporary
1Ssues.

and nature of
contemporary
1Ssues.

2. Indirect measure:

Students will complete an informal feedback survey that rates their experience. They will hand
these in before the final.

Directions: In order to assess the effectiveness of this General Education course, we are asking
for students’ input on learning objectives. Please place an X in grid below to indicate how





strongly you agree that this course provided you with opportunities to meet the learning
objectives. You may type in comments in the space provided. All responses are anonymous.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.

Agree Strongly | Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree

strongly

Please explain:

Level of student achievement expected for the ELO: Expected score: 75% of students good or
better and agree or agree strongly that course meets objectives.

Assessment Evaluation Goals:

A brief summary report will be written and be made available to the Chair of the department.
We intend to insure that the proposed courses adequately articulate these goals, teach toward
them, test for them, and help students realize their individual potential to meet them.
Assessments will be summarized and used to alter the course for the next teaching.

ELO 3: Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources
by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

Methods of Assessment:

1. Direct Measure:

Specific Question/Assignment: a question will appear on the midterm or final to assess students’
ability to speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining
diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

Sample question: Critically compare and contrast the analysis in the primary sources we have
read about the Rwanda genocide with the secondary literature we have read on the topic in the

course.

Assessment Rubric:

critical ability
to speak and
write about
primary and
secondary

critical ability
to speak and
write about
primary and
secondary

to speak and
write about
primary and
secondary

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Demonstrates a | Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
robust and adequate and modest ability | little or no

ability to speak
and write about
primary and
secondary






historical historical historical historical
sources. sources. sources. sources.

2. Indirect measure:

Students will complete an informal feedback survey that rates their experience. They will hand
these in before the final.

Directions: In order to assess the effectiveness of this General Education course, we are asking
for students’ input on learning objectives. Please place an X in grid below to indicate how
strongly you agree that this course provided you with opportunities to meet the learning
objectives. You may type in comments in the space provided. All responses are anonymous.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.

Agree Strongly | Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree
strongly

Please explain:

Level of student achievement expected for the ELO: Expected score: 75% of students good or
better and agree or agree strongly that course meets objectives.

Assessment Evaluation Goals:

A brief summary report will be written and be made available to the Chair of the department.
We intend to insure that the proposed courses adequately articulate these goals, teach toward
them, test for them, and help students realize their individual potential to meet them.
Assessments will be summarized and used to alter the course for the next teaching.

B. Diversity- Global Studies

ELO 1: Students understand some of the political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and
philosophical aspects of one or more of the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside
the U.S.

1. Direct Measure:

Specific Question/Assignment: a question will appear on the midterm or final to assess students’
ability to understand the economic, political, cultural, and social dimensions of the past and
present societies of the African Great Lakes region and will learn to weigh the various aspects of
these dimensions in their understanding of past and present





Sample: Weigh and analyze how political, economic, and cultural causes all contributed to the

Rwanda genocide.

Assessment Rubric:

of the varied
aspects of the
cultures and
communities of

of the varied
aspects of the
cultures and
communities of

of the varied
aspects of the
cultures and
communities of

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
an excellent adequate modest little or no
understanding | understanding | understanding | understanding

of the varied
aspects of the
cultures and
communities of

the African the African the African the African
Great Lakes Great Lakes Great Lakes Great Lakes
region. region. region. region.

2. Indirect measure:

Students will complete an informal feedback survey that rates their experience. They will hand
these in before the final.

Directions: In order to assess the effectiveness of this General Education course, we are asking
for students’ input on learning objectives. Please place an X in grid below to indicate how
strongly you agree that this course provided you with opportunities to meet the learning
objectives. You may type in comments in the space provided. All responses are anonymous.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.

Agree Strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Please explain:

Level of student achievement expected for the ELO: Expected score: 75% of students good or
better and agree or agree strongly that course meets objectives.

Assessment Evaluation Goals:

A brief summary report will be written and be made available to the Chair of the department’s
Undergraduate Teaching Committee. Assessments will be summarized and used to alter the
course for the next teaching.

ELO 2: Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their
own attitudes and values as global citizens.






1. Direct Measure:

2

Specific Question/Assignment: a question will appear on the midterm or final to assess students
ability to be able to situate local events in their global contexts and their ability to understand
their own place in this economic context both as US and as global citizens.

Sample: Describe any connections between the products you use in your own life and the
conflict in Central Africa, and assess whether you could have an impact on global trade and

conflict.

Assessment Rubric:

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates
an excellent adequate modest little or no
understanding | understanding | understanding | understanding

of the role of
national and

of the role of
national and

of the role of
national and

of the role of
national and

international international international international
diversity in diversity in diversity in diversity in
shaping their shaping their shaping their shaping their
worlds. worlds worlds. worlds.

2. Indirect measure:

Students will complete an informal feedback survey that rates their experience. They will hand
these in before the final.

Directions: In order to assess the effectiveness of this General Education course, we are asking
for students’ input on learning objectives. Please place an X in grid below to indicate how
strongly you agree that this course provided you with opportunities to meet the learning
objectives. You may type in comments in the space provided. All responses are anonymous.

This course provided opportunities for me to meet this objective.

Agree Strongly | Agree Neutral Disagree Disagree

strongly

Please explain:

Level of student achievement expected for the ELO: Expected score: 75% of students good or
better and agree or agree strongly that course meets objectives.

Assessment Evaluation Goals:






A brief summary report will be written and be made available to the Chair of the department’s
Undergraduate Teaching Committee. Assessments will be summarized and used to alter the
course for the next teaching.
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